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The GSE

 
From left to right: Sara West (PhD Liaison), Rebecca Chatham (MA Liaison), Megan Vallowe 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Eddie Ardeneaux (President), Alexis Stephenson (Sapient Pig Editor),  

Larissa Sprecher (MFA Liaison), Josh Jackson (Student/Faculty Liaison) 
 Not pictured: Christy Davis (Vice President) who was sick during the first convening of the GSE. 

 
 

Note From the Editor 
Hello sapient pigs! In this issue we have some information about what the GSE has been busy with this 
semester, what other GSE events will be coming up, as well as some tips and information about 
professionalization opportunities and information.  
 
As the editor in the GSE, I am responsible for advertising events for graduate students in English, the 
Sapient Pig website (gsesapientpig.wordpress.com), and the quarterly publication of the Sapient Pig 
distributed as a PDF. If you have any suggestions or would like to contribute to the publications, 
socialization events, or academic events please contact me at sapientpigeditor@gmail.com or you can 
contact the GSE at gsearkansas@gmail.com.  
 
Thank you for all of your input and participation these last few months. We look forward to hosting the 
rest of the events this fall and providing even more helpful information for our fellow graduate 
students.  
 
-Alexis Stephenson 
Sapient Pig Editor 
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What Has Passed and What’s to Come 
The GSE has had a very busy start to Fall 2014! We have organized 7 events of our own that have had 
great turnouts, but more importantly these events have helped strengthen relationships between 
faculty and graduate students and relationships between students in different areas of study within 
the department. 
 
We are also excited about the level of interest and participation in the professionalization events 
sponsored by the GSE and those sponsored by the job placement co-directors, Dr. Szwydky and Dr. 
Davis. We look forward to seeing more GSE members at future professionalization events as we help 
each other prepare for the job market. 

TA Welcome Party 

We had a great gathering at Hog Haus with old and new Teaching Assistants back in August. Good 
food and drink makes for great friends and colleagues. 

English Department Welcome 
(Back) Party 

Free pizza and trivia brought faculty 
and graduate students together for a 
great night at Damgoode Pies. This 
was made possible by donations to 
the GSE from students and the 
English Department.  
 
 
 
 
 

GSE General Meeting 
Graduate Students of English (officers and members) gathered to discuss upcoming events, 
professionalization opportunities, and discussed what they 
need from the department and their graduate programs. 
Thank you for all of the wonderful ideas and feedback. 
 
Dr. Szwydky's and Dr. Davis's Job Document Event 
Dr. Szwydky, Dr. Vivian Davis, and Dr. Geoffrey Davis talked 
about their experiences on the job market and helped us 
understand CVs, teaching philosophies, and job letters/cover 
letters. We also had great food and a few laughs. 

2 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fgsesapientpig.files.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F10%2F059.jpg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF278ASHh89dkzP614JM1IFwI77Ag
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fgsesapientpig.files.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F10%2F066.jpg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHq9Mvm-y6Anj1ZO1Ez2T_6aVm-ZQ


MA Thesis and Prospectus Event 

Dr. Slattery, Dr. Sparks, and Dr. Marren filled MA students in on the process for planning and 
organizing the Masters thesis and the prospectus. Rebecca Chatham, our MA liaison, organized the 
event with free food and cool room in the Union. Thanks Rebecca! 

Job Document Workshop 

Ashley Robinson and Jennifer Mallet led a helpful discussion about their own CVs, teaching 
philosophies, and job letters before we delved into a peer review workshop on our own documents. 
There were tasty drinks and improved job documents at Arsaga's at the Depot in the middle of 
October. Josh Jackson and Alexis Stephenson, the organizers for the event, are so thankful for 
everyone who showed up to help others prepare for the job market. 
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Pumpkin Carving 
 
We carved pumpkins at Sara West’s house and 
had delicious homemade sweets. 

 

 
Book and Bake Sale 
 
Christy Davis (Vice President) and Megan Vallowe 
(Secretary/Treasurer) put together this fundraising 
event. We raised over $300 to pay for more GSE 
events! Thank you faculty and students for 
donating your books, baked goods, and time to help 
us raise money for future events. 

 

What’s coming up? 

-PhD Event: Getting Candid about Candidacy Exams: Tips for Exam Prep 

Our PhD liaison, Sara West, has put together this helpful event to prepare PhD candidates for the 
comprehensive exams.  

Friday, November 14, 2014 
3-5 pm 

Reynolds Center 
Executive Board Room 

Nota bene: FREE FOOD 
 
"This event/program is free to current University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, students as supported by the Associated 
Student Government through the Office of Student Activities and funded by the Student Activities Fee. For 
questions, please contact MeganVallowe, GSE Secretary Treasurer at mvallowe@email.uark.edu." 

 
-MFA Event: Faculty Reading and Reception 
It is difficult to take the time to read faculty stories/poems, and cross-discipline reading of that nature 
is especially important and fun, so our MFA liaison, Larissa Sprecher, is working on this helpful and 
fun event.  At this off campus event you will be able to listen to published works or works in progress 
by our faculty from the MFA program as you enjoy good company and libations. 
 
This event is expected to be in mid or late November. The who, what, when, and where are currently 
being worked out, so follow the online newsletter or the GSE on social media to stay informed. 
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-Alt-Ac Workshop (Spring 2015) 
After the alt-ac talk with the job placement co-directors in the spring, the GSE will host another job 
document workshop for students to bring their resumes and cover letters. There will be advice from 
people with experience in non-academic job documents, as well as peer review.  
 
-GSE Humanities Conference 
This is a conference for all U of A humanities research in Spring 2015. More information will be posted 
on our website when it is available. Last year’s conference was amazing, and we expect this year’s 
conference to be even better. If you have something you are working on, an old piece that you may 
want to publish, or you need a little practice before you go to other conferences, submit an abstract 
when the call for papers is distributed. Or you can just attend the conference next spring and find out 
what your colleagues are up to. It will be worth it (especially since it is free to U of A students). 
 

 
To stay informed on other events as they pop up or change, please follow our blog 
at gsesapientpig.wordpress.com where you will also find links to follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.  
 
 

ConGRADulations!  
(Get it? “Grad” for graduate students!) 

The Graduate Students of English would like to congratulate some members on their accomplishments 
so far this year. You guys are working so hard, and you deserve to be recognized for it. 

Fulbright Scholars 

Fulbright Scholars represent the University abroad by working on 
their research and/or teaching in a country of their choice. We are 
excited to see how much you have grown as academics because of 
this prestigious opportunity.  
 
"Rachael Schaffner is a master’s student in the department of 
English in Fulbright College. She is teaching English at Ataturk 
University in Erzurum, Turkey. When she returns, she plans to 
pursue a doctorate in ecological criticism." Schaffner was also a 
previous GSE officer. We are so proud of you Rachael! You can 
follow her Fulbright adventure at her blog, 
https://oncemoreuntothegedik.wordpress.com/ 

 
Pictured: Rachael Shaffner in Turkey. 
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"Anne Greeott, a Walton Creative Writing Fellow, is pursuing a Master of Fine Arts in literary 
translation and creative writing in the department of English in the J. William Fulbright College of Arts 
and Sciences. She has been awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to travel to Rome to complete her work 
on translations of the poet Mario Luzi, a Nobel prize nominee. In addition to her research, she will 
teach periodic workshops on poetry and literary translation to public high school students in Rome." 
 
Source for Fulbright Scholars information: 
http://newswire.uark.edu/articles/24456/five-university-of-arkansas-students-named-fulbright-scholars 

 Awards and Publications 
A list of graduate student awards, publications, and presentations is being kept by the English 
department on their website. Check the page frequently to see what our graduate students have been 
up to: http://english.uark.edu/Graduate/MA_PhD/Awards_Publications_Presentations.php 
 
Below are a few awards and publications as found on the English department website. 
 
Awards 
Altindis, Huseyin, Ph.D. program, Diane Blair Fellowship for the Study of Southern Literature, 
2013 
Altindis, Huseyin, Ph.D. program, Vance and Mary Celestia Parler Randolph Fellowship in English 
(awarded for leadership and academic achievement in language, literature, and/or folklore), 2013 
Cox, Angela, Ph.D. program, Larry Guinn Endowed Award (awarded for academic achievement in 
Rhetoric, Literacy, Composition, and/or Linguistics), 2014 
Fayard, Nathan, Ph.D. program, Distinguished Doctoral Fellowship, 2014 
Green, Jonathan, Ph.D. program, Doctoral Academy Fellowship, 2014 
Haydon, Nathan, Ph.D. program, Doctoral Academy Fellowship, 2014 
Hermansen-Webb, Paige, Ph.D. program, Golden Tusk Award for Teaching, 2014 
Jeter, Garrett, Ph.D. program, Karen Lentz Madison Award for Scholarship (awarded for an 
outstanding graduate student paper at the College English Association conference), 2014 
Martin, Whitney, Ph.D. program, Vance and Mary Celestia Parler Randolph Fellowship in English 
(awarded for leadership and academic achievement in language, literature, and/or folklore), 2014 
Panxhi, Lindsey, Ph.D. program, Ben Kimpel Memorial Fund (awarded for literary scholarship), 
2014 
Panxhi, Lindsey, Ph.D. program, James J. Hudson Doctoral Fellowship in the Humanities (awarded 
to support dissertation research), 2014 
Price, Rachael, Ph.D. program, Vance and Mary Celestia Parler Randolph Fellowship in English 
(awarded for leadership and academic achievement in language, literature, and/or folklore), 2014 
Rash, Shirley, M.A. program, Diane Blair Fellowship for the Study of Southern Literature, 2013 
Schaffner, Rachael, M.A. ’14, J. William Fulbright Scholarship (awarded to fund English teaching 
assistantship at Ataturk University in Erzurum, Turkey), 2014 
Zeenat, Afrin, Ph.D. program, Vance and Mary Celestia Parler Randolph Fellowship in English 
(awarded for leadership and academic achievement in language, literature, and/or folklore), 2014 
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Publications 

Ardeneaux IV, Edward. “Writing the Nation and the Impossibility of Form: Reading the Nature of 
Genre in Ralph Ellison’s Unfinished Novel.” The CEA Critic 75.3 (2013): 285-292. 
Hermansen-Webb, Paige. “‘There Was No One Coming With Enough Power to Save Us’: Waiting 
for ‘Superman’ and the Rhetoric of the New Education Documentary.” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 17.3 
(2014): 511-540. 
Julia Pagenelli has a new chapbook out which "which focuses on the voices of young women in 
Appalachia." Visit her site: http://www.juliapaganelli.com/#!blushless/cjg9 

If you or someone you know has been published, presented at a conference, or received 
an award, let us know at sapientpigeditor@gmail.com. 

 

New Job Placement Directors 
Dr. Lissette Lopez Szwydky and Dr. Vivian Davis have stepped up to be job placement co-directors for 
graduate students in English. These two will be putting on professionalization events throughout the 
year as well as providing electronic access to example job documents to prepare our graduate students 
for the job market. 
 
For more information, visit their professionalization page here. 
http://english.uark.edu/Graduate/MA_PhD/Professionalization_and_Job_Search.php 
 
Please take this short survey, which is also available on the Sapient Pig website, to help the job 
placement co-directors and the GSE design the most appropriate workshops and events for you: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jyxO_jaUekYpMebDBmwvO9tEPpt0ibq3MGvhL613YC8/viewfor
m 
 

Professionalization Workshops for Fall 2014* 
-Preliminary Interviews (MLA, phone, Skype) 

Tuesday, November 4, 6-8 pm 
 

-Campus Visit (job talks, teaching demonstrations, and capus interviews) 
Tuesday, November 18, 6-8pm 

 
The fall 2014 meetings will take place at Dr. Szwydky’s home on campus. Graduate students should 
RSVP to Dr. Szwydky at least 24hrs in advance. An RSVP link will be circulated on the graduate 
listserv. 
 
*Professionalization sessions scheduled for the Spring of 2015 will be posted by February 1st. 
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Student Highlight: Garret Jeter and 
Professional Development 

 

In times of change, learners inherit the earth, while the learned find themselves beautifully 
equipped to deal with a world that no longer exists. 

-Eric Hoffer (author of The True Believer 1951)  

Garret Jeter shared this quotation with me when I met him for his student highlight interview on July 1st, 
2014. Before the interview, I had asked him to think about some things that he would like to share with his 
fellow graduate students.  He has many thoughts and tips to share with you all, but this piece will go over 
what he deemed to be the more important points. 

About Garret Jeter 

Garret Jeter is currently working on his 3rd year in the PhD program in English at the University of 
Arkansas. He is working on his dissertation with Dr. Szwydky, Dr. Davis, and Dr. Dempsey concerning 
Gothic Literature. 
 
Jeter is also a new Teaching Assistant in the department, but he has been teaching in the classroom and in 
other community groups for over a decade. As an experienced academic, teacher, and job hunter, Jeter 
would like to share some information with the graduate students concerning scholarship, teaching, and 
professionalization. 

7 Things that Graduate Students Need 

 
1. Keep up with the realities of the market place. 

One of the realities that Humanities students looking for work in academia must face is the difficult job 
market. Keep yourself informed about the issues that academia is facing by following academic news 
sources such as The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
 
To be competitive in the job market you MUST have teaching experience, curriculum development, and be 
constantly growing professionally. That growth should show in your scholarly pursuits and your pedagogical 
approaches in the classroom. 
 
TIP: Students don't respect teachers teaching out of the book. Vary your activities in your lesson plans, be 
creative, and don't be afraid to try something new. It just might work. Develop various approaches to 
teaching so that your students are learning and you are marketable. 

2. "English is like Tommy Hilfiger." 

There are fashions and current trends that are constantly changing. To stay ahead of the curve keep up with 
current trends by subscribing to journals and going to conferences. 
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As the demands of the market change, it is also of the utmost importance that you have a diverse skill set 
and diverse interests. Jeter suggests that you work on 5 or 6 interests to be more marketable. If you look at 
the profiles of our professors, you can see the various interests they have. Maybe their areas of interest are 
similar to yours. 
 

“English is like jumping on a moving train.” 

How do you diversify your skills and interests? If someone asks you to help with something, say YES, not 
maybe. While Jeter was working at a liberal arts high school, he was asked if he was willing to each Latin 
AND English which was not what he was originally hired for. He said yes, and the opportunity diversified his 
experience and enabled him to grow as a teacher and scholar. 
 
The reality of all of this is that you will likely move for various jobs. Be prepared for 5-7 jobs as you gain 
experience and diverse skills before you are able to settle down. 

3. Have technology and community service under your belt. 

You should have experience with using technology in the classroom and working with online classes. You 
should also be familiar with social media. These sorts of skills show up in job requirements. 
Keep your eyes open for the culture. 
 
Academic employers are also looking for people who do community service as a way to change the 
isolationism in some departments. Universities are part of communities, so show that you are aware of this 
and active in it by volunteering your time in the community. Jeter has worked on this by teaching free 
literature courses at St. Paul's Episcopal Church. 

4. Consider alternative career options. 

“Be flexible and comfortable with ambiguity.” 

Maybe you will not be able to get the "ideal" professor position at a top research university, but there are 
other options. Small colleges and community colleges can be intimate and rewarding. Business and industry 
are in need of writers and people to work in marketing with an understanding of rhetoric and 
communication. Fund-raising, grant writing, and nonprofits are also areas that humanities students succeed 
in. 

5. Professional development should be continual. 

Professional development is not an item that you check off your yearly to-do list. Professionalization should 
be a continual action in the classroom, in your relationships with faculty and graduate students, in your 
scholarship, and in your job documents. 
 
For your teaching portfolio, look at HigherEd Jobs descriptions to figure out what you need to work toward 
and what employers are looking for. 
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You should not just grow professionally in a superficial way. You should constantly be looking for ways to 
grow and enrich yourself by letting it really change you. As an academic, you are constantly critiquing and 
improving ideas, but those same skills and energies should be directed at yourself to make you a better 
person, a better academic, and a better teacher. When development is a process that you have constantly 
running in the background of your daily actions and goals, you are happier, easy to work with, and 
productive making you a good candidate for that next job. 

6. Present at conferences. 

Present a paper at 1 or 2 conferences per year. These events help you make connections and the 
presentations look good on a CV. 
 
Concerned about paying for it? The English department pays for a portion and the University gives you a 
travel grant. If money is too tight after the grant, consider looking for smaller conferences nearby. 
So much I had to learn by trial and error. 
 
You should also avoid just reading your paper when you present at a conference. Incorporate visual aids and 
have a backup in case technology is not available (handouts). This makes it more likely that your audience 
will follow your argument and provide helpful feedback. 

7. Embrace technology. 

Can't stress this enough. Use social media. Be aware of differences between online and physical classes. 
Technology is more and more important for teaching and researching. Make sure you have experience with 
teaching online and incorporating technology in the classroom. 

Final Thoughts for Grad Students 

❖ Apply for fellowships. 
❖ Create relationships with faculty and other graduate students. Attend academic events (social and 

intellectual). 
❖ The faculty in this department are very helpful. Reach out and find a mentor. 
❖ Remember that in academia, we are not just dealing with ideas but with people. If you disagree with 

someone, play nice. 
❖ Have your job documents prepared in advance as templates or boilerplate documents that you can 

then tailor to the specific job. 

Thank you, Garret Jeter, for sharing your insights with us. 

Graduate students should also know that Jeter is a representative on the Graduate Student Congress (GSC). 
In this position, Jeter hopes to improve facilitating relocation and housing for new students, improving 
funding and assistance for TAs and GAs because student debt is a problem, improving health insurance 
options for graduate students, and improving collegiality in the graduate school. 
If you would like to contact Garret Jeter concerning his work as one of your representatives in the GSC, you 
may reach him at gcjeter@uark.edu. 
 
If you or someone you know would like to be in a future Student Highlight piece, email the editor at 
sapientpigeditor@gmail.com. 
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Thank you for reading the GSE newsletter. If you have an issue you 
would like to see in this newsletter or some information that you think 
your fellow graduate students should know, please email the editor at 

sapientpigeditor@gmail.com


