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Oct 2, 5:00-6:00, 
chap 413 - Graduate 
Internship Speaker 
Panel and Network-
ing Session

oct 4, 3:30-4:30, kimp 
313- ta workshop: 
What Happens to 
Basic Writers When 
They Come to the U 
of A?

oct 10, 10:45-11:45, 
kimp 109- ta work-
shop: Engaging Stu-
dents with Reading

oct 10, 9:00 am, kimp 
339- alt-ac q&a with 
dr. joseph frusci-
one, author of suc-
ceeding outside of 
the academy

Oct 25, 7:00, grad ed 
auditorium- Reading 
for Walton Visiting 
Writer in Transla-
tion, Curtis Bauer
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Save 206(A) by signing in 
     You might have noticed that Kimpel received some new renovations this year (even new students 
might notice the lingering tell-tale smell of paint). While we might appreciate the new bathrooms, 
you might also have taken note of the new numbering on the the former 206A. The graduate stu-
dent TA computer lab is now numbered as 206, and it also needs our help. 
      According to an e-mail sent out by our department chair, Prof. Dorothy Stephens, another 
department is trying to convince the dean that “we don’t use” our lab. You can fight against this 
untruth by signing in and out of the lab using the sign in sheet provided just inside the door. 

Walton visiting writer 
series to debut in october

     The Walton Visiting Writer Series will debut on October 25 with a reading for Walton Visiting 
Writer in Translation, Curtis Bauer, at 7:00 pm in the Graduate Education Building Auditorium. 
Bauer translates both prose and poetry from Spanish and his full-length publications include trans-
lations of Jeanette L. Clariond and Luis Muñoz, as well as original work. 
     On November 2, MFA students and faculty will also have the opportunity to attend a Q&A with 
Marlon James, author of A Brief History of Seven Killings, prior to his public reading that evening at 
the Fayetteville Public Library. 
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Ask an Academic
“Ask an Academic” is a new, regular feature of The Sapient Pig in which University of Arkansas faculty and alumni share their 
advice on the questions that plague graduate students in English. Have a great question? Want a specific professor’s take? Let us 
know at gsearkansas@gmail.com or through our social media! 

director of graduate studies, prof. lisa 
hinrichsen offers expert advice in our 
september newsletter

Graduate students are faced with so many ways to bulk up their CVs before they complete their degree— pub-
lishing, conferences, book reviews, service, volunteering, teaching, etc—sometimes it feels impossible to do it 
all. What do you suggest that busy graduate students prioritize as they try to partition out their academic lives?

Q:
A:

     I think many graduate students operate under the notion that they have to “do it all,” and that is a mistake that mirrors 
the neoliberal, “lean in” culture that surrounds us. Of course it feels impossible to do it all, because it is impossible. When 
we extend ourselves too much—physically, intellectually, emotionally—we end up depleted and burnout occurs. I suggest 
graduate students concentrate on work that offers value to their post-graduate plans. This work will be peer-reviewed 
articles in well-regarded journals if students are seeking an academic job. Alt-ac plans might prioritize other experiences 
and the development of different professional networks. 
     In my opinion, the explosion of “doing it all” has fragmented what is at the core of the doctoral experience--what Cal 
Newport calls the experience of “deep work,” which is so central to the dissertation experience—and has fostered a culture 
of distraction detrimental to the university’s function. And, to clarify, it is not graduate students who are responsible for 
this shift in values: they are mirroring a faculty culture driven by annual review, publish or perish culture, and shrinking 
tenure-track lines. Against values that drain, exhaust, and deplete, I’d suggest that graduate students focus on developing 
work habits and self-care practices that foster sustainable ways of being productive and engaged. These habits are not 
just ways to survive graduate school, but to thrive in the profession and to flourish as a human being. 

In the most recent issue of PMLA, scholars wrote about the ways in which their reading has changed over their 
academic careers. Do you think the way you read core texts has changed since graduate school? Q:

A:
Certainly: how could it not? Some of those changes are personal ones—becoming older, becoming a parent—that result 
in a change of emphasis or an opening of attention and affect toward different values, themes, and plotlines. Other in-
fluences have to do with changing cultural, political, and theoretical conversations about race, gender, sexuality, and the 
environment that I’ve been particularly attuned to for the last several years. But reading changes my reading more than 
anything else. So I prioritize reading constantly and broadly, and not only follow how my research areas evolve but what 
conversations are taking place outside the discipline and outside the academy. I’m not interested in calcifying a style or a 
mode of reading, but in understanding reading as an evolving practice. This is necessarily humbling—I constantly return to 
texts I’ve read multiple times, published on, etc., and see what I didn’t see. And that’s the practice of critique. So I encour-
age students to be open to this evolution—intellectual life is not about assembling an unchangeable armor of knowledge, 
but rather about always asking what it means to know and how we know what we know. 

Some bonus advice from Prof. Hinrichsen: 
1) Attend the theatre. Hear music. Study art. It’s all here in Northwest Arkansas and either free or incredibly affordable. 
2) Visit the Fayetteville Public Library. A gem, and an aid to help you read broadly and with pleasure.
3) Ground yourself in the earth and the forest every once in a while. 
4) Talk to your peers, especially folks a bit further along in the program than you are. They are wellsprings of advice and wisdom.
5) Read The Chronicle of Higher Education and Inside Higher Ed daily. The academy is a rapidly changing place. 
6) Cultivate friendships outside the university. Likewise, talk about your work and research with people outside academia to break the 
“bubble” effect.

@GSEArkansas @gsearkansas @gseuark gsearkansas@gmail.comwww.thesapientpigonline.
wordpress.com
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Leila Sadegh Beigi Receives AAUW Fellowship 

      Doctoral student in English, 
Leila Sadegh Beigi, has been 
awarded the American Asso-
ciation of University Women 
fellowship for 2018-2019. Lei-
la’s dissertation, titled “Exile, 
Translation, and Contempo-
rary Iranian Women Writers” is 
an important study to the field 
of Middle Eastern studies. 
      According to Leila, “I won 
the AAUW dissertation fel-

Prof. Walsh Announced As Seed Fund Recipient

GSE site, the sapient pig online, gets new look
       This year, the GSE website has received a little tender loving 
care in anciticipation of becoming a more integral way of keep-
ing graduate students and faculty in English informed about GSE 
news. 
       For up-to-the-minute news about the GSE, follow our site 
at www.thesapientpigonline.wordpress.com. As always, you can 
also follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram! 

lowship, and I’m so pleased 
and honored to receive that. 
This award provides a great 
opportunity for me to work 
on my dissertation during the 
2018-2019 academic year, 
and I’ll do my best to meet its 
expectations.” 
      Leila’s dissertation is the 
first academic study of its 
kind and, as noted in the an-
nouncement in the Arkansas 
Newswire, “a unique contri-
bution to women’s and gen-
der studies, literary studies, 
and Middle Eastern studies.” 
      The GSE extends our warm-
est congratulations to Leila. If 
you’re interested in applying 
for an AAUW fellowship, ap-
plications are open right now 
for the 2019-2020 year, until 
Nov. 1. 

photo by Robin Roberts

     Lora Walsh, assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of 
English, is one of seven Uni-
versity of Arkansas professors 
to receive Arts and Human-
ities Seed Funding from the 
Office of the Vice Provost for 
Research and Innovation. Ac-
cording to Arkansas Newswire, 
“This office provides $25,000 
to fund research, scholarly, and 
creative activity in the arts and 
humanities annually.” 
      Prof. Walsh’s project is titled 
“An Unrecognized Middle En-
glish Translation of Matthew’s 
Gospel” and will follow the 
many translations of the New 
Testament gospel; ultimately, 
it “will identify the translation 
policies and institutional con-
texts of the work, as well as 

determine whether it was likely 
to have been covert and con-
troversial or collaborative and 
clerically sanctioned.” 
        The project was chosen out 
of 26 proposals and sounds 
well-deserving of its award. 
Congratulations to Prof. 
Walsh! 

photo courtesy of fullbright 
college directory

new database through library

      In case you missed it, the library has acquired a new full-
text database, called Literature Online (LION). According to 
Michelle Gibeault, our English and Communication Librarian, 
the database does overlap with some other resources we already 
had, but “adds the ABELL bibliography, which includes a trove 
of full-text material.” As we wait for renovations on Mullins’s 3rd 
and 4th floor to return upwards of 30,000 texts to our shelves, 
this addition is timely and appreciated. 

@GSEArkansas @gsearkansas @gseuark gsearkansas@gmail.comwww.thesapientpigonline.
wordpress.com
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Letter from the Editor

Doctoral Student, Kaveh Bassiri, Wins NEA Award for Translation
      Kaveh Bassiri, a doctoral candidate in the Comparative Literature and Cultural 
Studies program was awarded a $12,500 fellowship by the National Endowment of 
the Arts last month, alongside University of Arkansas associate professor Oksana 
Maksymchuk. The competitive fellowship will support Kaveh’s translation of the po-
ems of Iranian poet Roya Zarrin. 
      Kaveh met Zarrin prior to coming to the University of Arkansas. After getting an 
MFA, he wanted to work on other projects and thought that it would be good to do 
translation, especially as a way of connecting to Iranian culture. “I thought, what if I 
go and look at what they do and see if I can engage it, both to improve my own poetry 
by having another way of looking at the world and maybe bring their voices in, be-
cause I didn’t have enough of their voice available. Not enough translation of modern 
Iranian poetry happens in English.” 
      Kaveh is particularly grateful that funding for NEA has remained intact in recent 
years. “I’m always worried, both for the NEA and the NEH, and I find them extremely 
important and very essential to the artists and writers and intellectuals, not just the 
funding but also that the fact that you feel that the government supports them.” 
       The NEA offers awards for poetry, fiction, and translation. Currently, the deadline for a translation project award is December 5, 
2018. The fellowships for creative writing have not been updated on the NEA website for this year, as of the writing of this newsletter. 

    Welcome to another year of The Sapient Pig! For our old hands, you already know the Pig to be a gathering of news and information 
from around the department, especially as relates to our graduate studies. You might be excited (or perhaps stubbornly indifferent) 
to learn that we are adding a few new features this year. In addition to general announcements and faculty spotlights, we also have 
an advice column that will appeal to both academics (“Ask an Academic”) and, in future issues, those on the Alt-Ac path (“Ask an 
Alumnus”). We’re also trying to highlight and supplement the Pig with our website (see p. 3), so please give us a follow. 
     For the new graduate folks, welcome! Here’s something you might have already noticed: graduate school always seems to be 
naggingly difficult and our incredible program will place incredible demands upon your time and sanity. This is why the GSE exists: to 
provide resources to maximize your experience in this program (and, because I was blissfully unaware for the first few months when I 
got here, I will announce the following: you are already a part of the GSE organization, by dint of simultaneously existing and being 
enrolled in this program. No application necessary). So, please avail yourself of our resources! 
       Especially please never hesitate to reach out to me at kfiggins@uark.edu if you have any questions, concerns, or announcements. 
When you inevitably find yourself with good news, let me know so that I can brag about you in the Pig (like Kaveh, on p. 4 and Leila 
on p. 3). If you have questions (either those appropriate to our advice column or more general about living in Fayetteville or how to 
maintain your mini golf game and your GPA...I have a narrow skill set), please ask! If I don’t know the answers, I will find them. 
      As always, I genuinely look forward to navigating the semester with you all. 
            Yours, Kristen
in our next issue: We welcome dr. paula fender in fall 2018’s first faculty spotlight; highlights from september and october 
events; updates on the rescheduled gse picnic; and more! in the meantime, keep up with gse news through our social media or 
our site, www.thesapientpigonline.wordpress.com.

@GSEArkansas @gsearkansas @gseuark gsearkansas@gmail.comwww.thesapientpigonline.
wordpress.com
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