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CV Fodder and Good Academic Discourse: 
Mini-Symposiums and Round Table Discussions 

Many GSE members have told the GSE that 
they wish there were more opportunities to 
share their work with their peers and hear 
about other projects in the department. Is 
there a particular area of study that you 
love, but you don't have an outlet for? 
Maybe you should add some experience to 
your CV by creating an informal 
mini-symposium or round table. 
 
Just let us know what your idea is, and your 
GSE will aid you in your academic 
endeavor. If you would like a 
mini-symposium on a certain theory, 
period, or problem, let us know so your 
colleagues can gather and benefit from each 
other. Just provide a few short texts to 

distribute and discuss. Do you have a paper that you are preparing as an article and need feedback? 
Let us know and together we can create a round table presentation, almost like a workshop. If you put 
these together, your involvement in the academic community will add to your CV and give you great 
feedback and ideas for your project that you may have missed otherwise. 
 
You could have a discussion on: 

● Literature and Graphic Novels 
● Ontology and The Walking Dead 
● Poetry and Translation 
● A particular theorist or school of thought 
● A round table where you get feedback on an article 

you are preparing for publication 
 
The possibilities are almost endless! 
 
If you have an idea, a passion, and a drive to create 
community and academic discourse, we are here to 
support you. 
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What Has Passed and What’s to Come: 
This past fall, the GSE hosted a lot of events: 
 

● MFA Faculty Reading 
● PhD event about Candidacy Exams 
● MA Thesis Panel 
● Job Document Workshop 

 

● Book and Bake Sale 
● GSE General Meeting 
● Welcome (Back) Pizza Party 
● TA Welcome Party at Hog Haus 

 

The GSE is rather busy preparing the large transdisciplinary conference, but you still have 
opportunities to grow professionally, socialize, and give back to your community. 
 

GSE MFA Reading Was Awesome! 
If you were not at Nightbird Books Monday night (Nov. 17) then you missed out on good food, good 
people, and great literature. The MFA Reading Event, organized by Larissa Sprecher (our MFA 
Liaison), was smashing! 

 

The GSE would like to thank Lisa at Nightbird Books for hosting us, Event Catering Group for 
providing food, and the stars of the night (Jensen, McCombs, Viswanathan, and Davis) for sharing 
their art and hearts with us. This would not have been possible without donations of money, books, 
and time from the English students and faculty. Thank you! 
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Spring Professionalization Opportunities 
 
Dr. Lissette Lopez Szwydky and Dr. Vivian Davis have stepped up to be job placement co-directors for 
graduate students in English this year. They have already given us some amazing advice back in the 
Fall, and they are bringing even more this Spring. They are also working on providing electronic 
access to example job documents and other online resources to prepare our graduate students for the 
job market. 
 
The topics this Spring are submitting conference papers, preparing abstracts and submitting articles 
for publication, and navigating both the academic and non-academic (alt-ac) job markets.  
For more information, visit their professionalization page here: 
http://english.uark.edu/Graduate/MA_PhD/Professionalization_and_Job_Search.php 

Tentative Schedule of Professionalization Events: 

Events will be announced in the newsletter, social media sites, and via email as they are finalized. 
Graduate students should RSVP at least 24 hours before the event. RSVP links will be made available 
on this post, specific event posts on this site, and via email. You may email you job placement 
directors if you have any questions. 
Dr. Szwydky: lissette@uark.edu 
Dr. Davis: vldavis@uark.edu 

Schedule of Events in Kimpel 312 
-Tuesday, February 17, 5:30-7pm 

Conferences 
-Tuesday, March 10, 5:30-7pm 

Article Publication 
-Tuesday, April 14, 5:30-7pm 

Alternative Academic (Alt-Ac) Careers 
 

To stay up to date on these events, and others, follow your GSE by liking our Facebook page, following 
us on Twitter, or subscribing to the online newsletter at gsesapientpig.wordpress.com. 
 

To keep in mind for the future: 
● Another book and bake sale is coming up in the warmer months, so be ready to bake, donate 

books, and drop by for some sweets and deals on some reading material. We had some 
amazing finds last fall, so we look forward to seeing what books you have this spring. 

● An end of the year party may be in the works. 
● Alt-ac workshop to work on your job documents for non-academic opportunities 
● The Transdisciplinary Conference March 14th. Free for U of A students with free breakfast and 

lunch. 
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Transdisciplinary Conference March 2015 
Abstracts are Due February 6th

 
The CFP is also available at gsesapientpig.wordpress.com as a PDF 
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Resources for GSE Members  

TA Lab: An important teaching resource 

The TA Lab is in Kimpel 206 A. Use the same key that you would use for the Dept. of English office. 
Sara West is not only our PhD Liaison, but she is also the Teaching Support Coordinator looking out 
for our best interests with the lab. She has done a lot of behind the scenes work to keep the lab 
running well for us, so thank Sara the next time you see her. There are plenty of computers, a printer, 
books, a chalkboard, a microwave, and tables on which to work. 
 
Over the winter break, Rebecca Chatham and Alexis Stephenson touched it up a bit to look a little 
more inviting. They also found some old lecture notes from previous professors in Kimpel, including 
Dr. Kimpel himself. Stop by, check it out, and use these resources to prepare handouts, presentations, 
or lesson plans for your classes. 
 

 

Please avoid having conferences or other meetings in the TA lab, because this is a quiet space. 
 

Upcoming Resources: 

-Job Placement Co-directors are gathering employment information from previous alumni. This will 
be available here: 
http://english.uark.edu/Graduate/MA_PhD/Professionalization_and_Job_Search.php 
 
-Dr. Slattery, Dr. Szwydky, Dr. Davis, and the GSE are working on gathering books and documents to 
help you navigate your job search, your thesis, or your dissertation. This is just one resource from the 
GSE that is still in the works.: https://gsesapientpig.wordpress.com/professionalization-resources/ 
 
Keep an eye out and an ear to the ground for more resources. 
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From GSE to Faculty, from Faculty to GSE: Old and New 
News from the Department 

From Joshua Jackson, the GSE Student-Faculty Liaison 
 
My fellow Graduate Students (MAs, PhDs, MFAs—we few, we happy few): 
 
I’m here to report what I have sat in on this semester (and let me tell you I have sat in on a lot—if I sat 
in on anything else, I might fall over and have to lie down on everything I sat in on). But as your 
Student-Faculty Liaison, I am brimming with news. Old news and new news. Some news so new it’s 
like a newborn baby’s bottom. Ready to be wiped, diapered, and talked about out loud (HOW CAN’T 
YOU TALK ABOUT THAT WITTLE NUBBIN???). And some news so old you’ll say I already knews 
that. 

But first, what you might already knews: 

-Dr. Heffernan has mentioned an opportunity for an 
interested MFA candidate to study abroad in Ireland. 
Interested MFA students should see him and talk to him 
about this opportunity, especially if writing in Ireland 
suits you like a wool cardigan on a sheep drinking 
Guinness out of a bucket. 
 
-Junior and Senior Faculty have voted to approve a new 
opening for a professor of 19th Century British Poetry. 
This professor will replace the opening left by Dr. Charles 
Adams, but will not be searched for or filled until next 
year at least. 

AND NOW, THE NEW NEWS! 

-The Graduate Reform Committee (GRC) has concluded 
discussions about adding the “Portfolio” as a new option 
for fulfilling the requirements necessary to complete the 
MA degree. The Portfolio option will allow students the 
opportunity to submit a collection of writings at the end of 
the MA program. According to the drafted statement 

about this option (which is to be voted on for approval between the end of Fall 2014 and the beginning 
of Spring 2015), “The writing selected for the Portfolio should represent a student’s best work in the 
program” and will likely include a course called the Portfolio Workshop. The option, if approved, will 
function as an alternative to the Thesis and Comprehensive Exam options for completing the MA 
degree.  
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This potential reform is an addition to the 6 focus tracks that were recently added to the MA program 
in English. If you were at the Meeting we called “The Convening of the GSE” in September, I 
mentioned these focus tracks, but here they are in case you missed them: 

● Cultural Studies 
● Ethnic and Regional Literatures 
● Gender and Sexuality 
● Medieval Literature 
● Modern American Literatures 
● Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy 

 
-Following up on the Convening of the GSE, the discussion points that we all brought up were 
well-received by the Head of the Department, Dr. Stephens, who has spoken with us at length about 
how we might hear more about our professors’ writing and research. In discussions between Dr. 
Stephens and I, we have spoken about how faculty panels in the form of symposia and workshops 
have fallen through in the past, and that in order to get professors on board to talk with us about their 
work, we might ask individual professors during the summer if they would meet with us in small 
groups each month of the Fall and Spring semester. Depending on faculty willingness and ability, we 
may model such talks on the theory talks that Dr. Dempsey gives at Hog Haus each semester. The gist 
is, however, that we as graduate students will have to do some legwork if we want to hear more from 
our professors about what they are working on. 
 
Let the GSE know what sort of symposium or reading circle you would like to start, and we can help 
you organize and advertise. Email us at gsearkansas@gmail.com. 
 
-And finally, I am happy to announce that the GSE has a new and approved advisor for the 2014-2015 
school year. That advisor will be Dr. Geffrey Davis, who, with his experience working in both the 
critical and creative worlds at Penn State University, will help us cultivate personal and professional 
relationships between MFA and MA/PhDs students, as well as spread the word about our upcoming 
events to fellow faculty members. Please join the GSE in welcoming Geff to work with us! 
 
So that’s the news. If you have questions about anything above, you can contact me at 
jrj008@email.uark.edu. You can also stop me in Kimpel Hall and talk almost any time, unless of 
course I’m on my way to sit in on something like a faculty meeting. 
 
Cheers and all best, 
Joshua R. Jackson 
Student-Faculty Liaison 
Fall 2014-Spring 2015 
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