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March is a month full of surprises - although Spring 
Break isn’t one of them, finishing up assignments, 
grading, and miscellanous duties before the “break” is 
usually hectic. Never fear! After Spring Break, those 
final papers and conferences will be looming but so 
will the end of this spring semester.

Aside from the normal March workload, the beginning 
of the month featured a big event for us at the GSE: 
our annual Spring Conference. We not only had a 
great time listening to all the different panels, but had 
a great turnout as well! Check out pages 3 and 4 to 
hear from Vice President (and the conference 
coordinator) Luis Marin as well as see some pictures on 
what you missed.



In case you missed it last semester, we are hosting another Book & Bake Sale! If you 
are looking to grab some goods to fuel you through these last weeks of the semester 
or anticipating your summer reads, please keep this event in mind. No specific date 
yet but stay tuned - we will update our Facebook page with the finalized date and 
time, but it will likely be held in the Kimpel 2nd floor lobby area.

GSE Book and Bake Sale

The Sapient Pig

Upcoming Events

Colson Whitehead Reading at Fayetteville Public Library (FPL)

Although not GSE-sponsored, check it out!

What: Colson Whitehead Reading
Where: Fayetteville Public Library
When: Friday, April 27 at 7:00pm

This event is free to the public.
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The Sapient Pig

Looking Back

On a warm Saturday during the first week of March, dozens of scholars and teachers 
in the humanities gathered to share their research and support our academic 
community during the 2018 GSE Interdisciplinary conference, “Authority: Questioning 
Power Structures in the Humanities and Beyond,” which took place--for the first time--
in Old Main.

Every year, this annual conference invites graduate students across the humanities at 
the university and across universities in Arkansas to participate, and this year 
continued this interdisciplinary, inclusive tradition, including participation from a 
couple out-of-state attendees. Conference attendees included masters and 
doctoral students from the departments of English and World Languages, Literatures 
& Cultures. From the English department, panelists presented from their knowledges 
of English, Creative Writing, Rhetoric & Composition, and Comparative Literature and 
Cultural Studies (CLCS). Our out-of-state attendees came from the University of 
Alabama and from Creighton University in Omaha, NE. Also, our colleagues from the 
University of Arkansas at Monticello presented an original panel of flash-papers 
revolving around authority in canonical British literature.

Between the panel sessions, Dr. Lisa Corrigan, associate professor in the 
Communication department and director of the Gender Studies program, gave the 
keynote address that focused on the authority of civil rights leaders, Dr. Martin Luther 
King and Malcolm X. In addition to Dr. Corrigan’s talk, she participated in a riveting 
30-minute Q&A that explored the intersections of black power, chronopolitics, and 
late capitalism. 

Finally, this event was possible through the dedicated efforts of GSE officers and 
English faculty. We would like to thank the following officers: Katie Voss, Media 
Development Director; Mitchell Simpson, Secretary and Treasurer; and Kirsty Bleyl, 
President. Also, we would like to thank Dr. Leigh Pryor Sparks, Dr. Lisa Hinrichsen, and  
Dr. Toni Jensen, our faculty advisor.

“Authority”
GSE Interdisciplinary Conference
March 3, 2018

By: Luis Marin
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The Sapient Pig

2018 Conference
Again, we had such a great time at our Annual Conference! The day was packed full 
of fun and fellowship (and good food). Where else can you watch clips of Riverdale, 
discuss your favorite eccentricities of literature, drink endless amounts of [free] coffee, 
AND learn about the charismatic power of Dr. King? Many thanks to all who attended 
and made this such a great day!

Check out these photos from the various panels:
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Undergrad: Rice University.
Hobbies: Weightlifting (powerlifting and Olympic weightlifting), 
jiujitsu, muay thai, hiking.
Worst Haircut: At some point around age eight, I rocked a bowl 
cut + straight bangs combo, which was especially great because my 
mom was still cutting my hair and I was not very patient about sitting 
for haircuts. So, it was only really a bowl cut if your bowl came from

Meet Dr. Jo Hsu

an Intro to Pottery class, and the bangs were only “straight” if you tilted your head about 30 
degrees to the left.
Fav. place in Fayetteville: Probably my jiujitsu gym, but I’m also very fond of Lake 
Fayetteville, Crystal Bridges (I guess that’s Bentonville), Maxine’s, all the many great coffee 
shops, and the similarly abundant outdoor spaces. Also, the greenway isn’t quite a “place,” 
but it’s one of my favorite features of this town.
Best advice: The advice I try to give graduate students is to give yourself permission to ex-
plore (and get lost). I know that that’s easier said than done, and especially difficult to hear 
when you are constrained by so many demands on your time and schedule. Still, ask ques-
tions to which you do not know the answer—in fact, choose questions whose answers you 
might not even be able to imagine. Delve into bodies of knowledge that you didn’t know 
existed and allow yourself to linger. Also, be gentler with yourself.
FAV. COURSE EVER TAUGHT: Creative nonfiction. When I teach it, we focus on the inter-
relations among individual and cultural narratives. However, I’m also falling quickly in love 
with my feminist rhetorics class this semester.

Do you have a professor that you think would be a great 
feature in our newsletter? Submit suggestions to us via 
Facebook or email at gsearkansas@gmail.com


