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...And now, A word from The Prez:

Well folks, we’re back, and though weathered from the seeming Jamesonian post-
apocalyptic break that was Ice Storm 2009, we’re happy to here present to you our 
second issue of TSP for your amusement and information.  We have lots to report this 
time around, so read on, dear readers, for the madwoman in the attic of our souls 
needs a break, now and then, from the demands of our lives of perpetual concentration 
and productivity.

First off, it has become clear that the department is facing some tough obstacles.  
Without getting in to too much detail here, let’s just say that things are looking 
decidedly bleak, what with outgoing faculty and no sign of their replacement.  A group 
of graduate students is responding, and asks that you present yourself at their meeting 
on Friday, March 6th, at 4pm in KIMP 306.  This is serious business that affects all of us 
in the department, and we hope you’ll join us to make your voice heard.

On a lighter note, our conference, dubbed the Conference on Literature and the 
Humanities in Arkansas (CLHA), is shaping up nicely.  Since the original date of 
March 13th and 14th turned out to be the weekend before the start of spring 
break, we have moved the CLHA to March 27th and 28th instead.  We encourage 
all graduate students to submit abstracts for presentation at the conference.  (The 
CLHA, incidentally, is a legitimate conference that you can include on your CV if you 
present.)  Additionally, we are hoping to have an undergraduate panel each day, so 
if you have any undergraduates in the classes you are teaching or taking that might 
benefit from presenting (especially if they intend to go on to graduate school), please 
encourage them to submit an abstract.  The faculty has also been sufficiently pestered 
to participate in the conference, and we hope to see a nice turnout from them.  The 
CFP has been posted on the University of Pennsylvania’s famous CFP listing and H-Net 
in addition to being emailed to area universities both in-state and out-of-state, so 
we’re hoping for some interest outside the U of A as well.  The conference will only be 
as good as its participants, so we hope you’ll at least attend.  Professors Booker and 
Tucker will be lecturing in the plenary sessions—Dr. Booker has hinted that he will be 
talking about American children’s science fiction film, while Dr. Tucker has mentioned 
looking at The Boondocks.  The CFP should be in your email, as Chad forwarded it 
along for us, but it should also be available on the new graduate student website that 
Joe Meyer is maintaining soon.  The deadline for submissions is March 6th.

In addition to putting on our own conference, we have also secured a guest speaker, 
Professor Melanie Benson of the University of Hartford’s Hillyer College, to come to 
the University and speak on Thursday April 9th at 5pm in KIMP 306.  Her talk, entitled 
“A Beautiful Nothing: The Paradox of Plenty in Postimperial America,” promises to be 
something special for our department.  We will most likely have the bookstore come 
in and sell copies of her book, Disturbing Calculations: The Economics of Southern 
Identity, 1912-2002, and we will offer a small reception afterwards in the bridge room.  
As you might surmise from the name, the event, which we are calling the First Annual 
Guest Lecturer Colloquium, promises to be the first of many to come, so we hope you’ll 
join us to make it a success.

Beyond Dr. Benson’s lecture, we’ll be preparing the budget for the incoming group of 
GSE officers toward the end of the semester, and we’ll need travel fund requests by 
then.  So, if you know you’ll be traveling in the fall, or even if you’re just thinking about 
it, you should submit the GSE Application for Travel Funds, available on the Curriculum 
Wiki, and we’ll try to get Associated Student Government to pay your registration fees.  
         (Continued ->)
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GSe SPrinG conference

The GSE’s biggest spring event, the Conference on Literature and Humanities in Arkansas, is right around the corner.  
And the deadline for paper submission is even closer—this Friday, March 6.  I’m sure you’ve seen fliers or adverts all over 
Kimpel, but in case you’re missing details, here are the most important ones: 

Submissions can be on any topic in the humanities1. 
Abstracts of 300 words or less should be sent to Alex (2. ach001@uark.edu) or Jack (jfayres@uark.edu) by 
this Friday.
A brief curriculum vitae should accompany your abstract3. 

The conference will take place the 27th and 28th of March, and will feature plenary sessions each day, with lectures by 
Professors Tucker and Booker.  Any questions may be addressed to Alex or any GSE officer.

announcemenTS

GrAduATe STudenT worKinG GrouPS

We want to take a second to put in a plug for the department’s system of area-based working groups.  These groups 
have been meeting informally since the spring of 2008, and they’re open to any graduate student in the department 
who’s up for some fun.  The basic idea is that these groups are in place to facilitate the exchange of ideas between 
students and faculty who are working in the same areas of scholarship.  Working Groups are starting up now. Anybody 
who’s interested should feel free to contact the appropriate faculty member who chairs the group you want to join:
 Medieval and Renaissance Studies: Professors Candido, Kahf, Quinn, Stephens
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century British: Professors Bernhard Jackson, Zuroski
Modern American Literature: Professors Booker, Cochran, Collins, Marren, Tucker
Popular Culture and Media Studies: Professors Booker, Tucker
Postcolonial Studies: Professors Booker, Kahf, Zuroski
Literary and Cultural Theory: Professors Booker, Jolliffe, Marren
Rhetoric, Composition, Language, and Literacy: Professors Jolliffe, Slattery

Of course by “we” I don’t mean the current group of officers, since we’ll need to have elections for a new group to take 
over in Fall 2009.  That process will likely begin toward the end of March, at which time we’ll ask for nominations via 
email, so keep that in mind.

So that’s about everything we have going on.  As always, I am happy to field questions or take suggestions via email 
(ach001@uark.edu) or in my office in KIMP 706, Monday through Thursday, 12:30-2pm.  Otherwise, we’ll look for you at 
our upcoming events.

Hasta la Victoria Siempre,

Alex Hall
President, GSE

GrAduATe STudenTS in enGliSh dePArTmenTAl meeTinG

The GSE will be holding a department wide meeting this Friday at 4pm, in Kimpel Hall 306.  All Graduate Students and 
Teaching Assistants are encouraged to attend.  The meeting will focus on a series of obstacles facing graduate students in 
the department and will provide a forum for discussing future action.  Please come and add your voice and thoughts.  

new GrAduATe STudenT weBSiTe uP And runninG

Be sure to visit the new graduate student website (http://uark.edu/ua/osre).  This website is maintained by our friend 
and yours, Joe Meyer (jmm010@uark.edu).  This useful website provides graduate student news, a peer review service, 
and a discussion board.  You can even view old issues of The Sapient Pig!  It’s brand new and looks to be a useful 
resource for us all.

mailto:ach001@uark.edu
mailto:jfayres@uark.edu
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conference newS
Send The SAPienT PiG! your conference newS

Attended any conferences lately? Planning on attending any soon? Publishing? Send a brief round up of your conference 
experience or forthcoming publication to the editor at jjburns@uark.edu.  Label your subject as ‘sapient pig,’ and your 
news will be included in the next issue of The Sapient Pig!  

faculTy profileS
ProducTiviTy PerSonified: ProfeSSor m. KeiTh BooKer

By Alex Hall

Longtime Director of Graduate Studies and current Director of the Program in Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, 
Professor M. Keith Booker is an amazingly productive and brilliant scholar.  Born in West Virginia, Dr. Booker and his family 
literally followed the original construction of the interstate highway system, on which his father worked.  This continued 
until the family settled in Nashville, Tennessee, where Dr. Booker would graduate high school and continue on to double 
major in physics and mathematics as an undergraduate at Vanderbilt University.  He managed to finish the degrees in 
three years, a feat which he explains by saying, “I was a poor kid, and to me you went to school to try to get a good job 
and make money, and that’s one reason why I went into science and engineering instead of English, which is what I really 
wanted to do even back then—that’s what I loved—but it just didn’t seem like a practical move if your main goal was to 
somehow get out of poverty.”  With his undergraduate work out of the way, Dr. Booker entered the scientific community.

Having turned down an offer to work at the Atomic Energy Commission, his application was forwarded to Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, where he accepted a position as a Research Staff Member despite not having a PhD.  In fact, he 
was the only Research Staff Member without a PhD, which was unheard of at the time, but became the norm because 
“there were no people with PhDs in [his particular] field—it was so new that the field itself had to be invented,” a process 
in which Dr. Booker had an important role.  For ten years he worked in this same field, reading everything that had been 
written, and writing much himself, but, he told me, “basically what I like to do is just learn new stuff,” and when there 
was nothing left to learn in his scientific field, he decided to move in a different direction.  

Having picked up a Master’s degree in engineering during part of his time at Oak Ridge, Dr. Booker began considering 
his options for further study in the sciences, but, now in his thirties, he realized that “life doesn’t last forever,” and that 
he should pursue his first interest, so he began taking undergraduate courses at the University of Tennessee—his first in 
English.  These classes would be the test to see if he would like studying literature as a profession rather than reading as 
an “avocation,” as he put it, and would lead to his enrollment in the University of Tennessee’s graduate program, where 
he earned his MA in English in 1988 after writing his thesis on the work of Thomas Pynchon.  He says of his thesis, “I 
think I viewed the work I was doing on Pynchon almost as a sort of warm-up for Joyce because the two are compared so 
often.”  It was on Joyce that he would write his PhD dissertation.

Although he had successfully made the case with Oak Ridge that an MA in English was helping his communication skills 
(which was the excuse he used to get the necessary time off and to get his MA paid for), Dr. Booker was by this time 
convinced that he wanted to do his PhD work full time, so he applied several places, and settled on the University of 
Florida, who made him the best financial offer, and who had a Joyce scholar on their faculty.  Not only did he finish 
the PhD in two years, but he also completed the degree in a somewhat strange manner: “I ended up doing everything 
completely backwards.  I finished my dissertation first, and then I passed my comprehensive exams, and then I 
finished my coursework.”  He also managed to publish his first book, Techniques of Subversion in Modern Literature: 
Transgression, Abjection, and the Carnivalesque, during the tail end of his coursework, after which he came to the 
University of Arkansas to be an assistant professor in the English department.  Once here, then chair Keneth Kinnamon 
wanted to keep him.

Dr. Booker was recommended for both tenure and promotion after his first year, which he says was “unheard of,” but 
he already had lots of publications by that time, including two more books.  Although there was much resistance in the 
Dean’s office, he did get the promotion to Associate Professor and tenure by the beginning of his third year, and then 
became a Full Professor just a few years later—about the time most would have gotten their Associate Professorship.  By 
2007 Dr. Booker became the inaugural James E. and Ellen Wadley Roper Professor of English, thanks to a $1.5 million 
endowment for English and Creative Writing.  Despite these many accomplishments, Dr. Booker has not slowed down as a 
scholar in the years since he has been in Arkansas.  
             (Continued ->)



GrAduATe School deAdlineS

Master Degree Candidates’ Calendar

3 months before your defense you must:

Submit your Master’s Thesis Committee form (2 copies)1. 

Submit your Master’s Thesis Title form (2 copies)2. 

3 weeks before your defense you must:

Submit a copy of your thesis to each of your committee members1. 

1 week before graduation you must:

Submit two unbound typewritten copies of your thesis in prescribed form1. 

Submit an Intellectual Property Disclosure form (roughly around this time)2. 

Doctoral Candidates’ Calendar

One year before your defense you must:

Submit your Doctoral Dissertation Committee form (2 copies)1. 

Submit your Doctoral Dissertation Title form (2 copies)2. 

3 weeks before your defense you must:

Submit your dissertation to each of your committee members1. 

2 weeks before your defense you must:

Tell the graduate school about your upcoming defense—might involve a form1. 

1 week before graduation you must:

Submit 1. two unbound copies of your dissertation, complete with the abstracts and original signatures by the committee on the signature sheets

Submit an Intellectual Property Disclosure form (roughly around this time)2. 

The SAPienT PiG! iS A Service Provided By The GrAduATe STudenTS of enGliSh.  iT iS deSiGned To foSTer The exchAnGe of ideAS And 
exPerience By PromoTinG inTerdePArTmenTAl communicATion.  Send your newS, commenTS or queSTionS To The ediTor: jjBurnS@uArK.edu

There are few things Dr. Booker has not read or watched, and if you can find something he hasn’t gotten around to, 
he’s likely to have done so by the next time it comes up.  I couldn’t help but ask him how he finds the time: “A lot of it 
has to do with just ... not getting much sleep [laughs], but a lot of it has to do with efficiency.  I’m increasingly finding 
it more difficult to find time after the time I like to spend with my kids, so I’m working mostly on children’s culture right 
now, so that I can watch movies with them, read books with them.  I’m very good at killing more than one bird with one 
stone.  Virtually everything I’m doing at all times somehow contributes to my productivity.”  He also cites his ability to 
write extremely quickly, which allows him much more time for watching films and television shows and reading books.  
Additionally, Dr. Booker is extremely organized: “I generally have book projects laid out for at least a couple years in 
advance.  I have literally had cases where I have completely finished one book in the morning, and started the next book 
that afternoon.”  He does manage to save time by having advanced contracts for his books so that he does not have to 
shop out his manuscripts to publishers—a benefit of working with the same two or three publishers most of the time.  He 
concludes, “there’s just all kinds of little ways that I manage with various efficiencies to save time,” which include being 
able to coordinate his research with what he is teaching.  As a result, Dr. Booker now has over thirty books and countless 
essays in print.

As the current Director of the Program in Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, Dr. Booker is quite happy, 
emphasizing his own interest in Cultural Studies.  He is impressed by the quality of students the program gets, as well 
as the diversity of the students, and he is glad have the opportunity to allow the English department to “bulk up” its 
contribution to the program.  Dr. Booker will speak at the Conference on Literature and the Humanities in Arkansas, right 
here at the U of A, on Friday, March 27th at 4:30pm in KIMP 306.
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