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leTTer FrOm The prez

Greetings to all graduate students, faculty, and other English types who might get 
their hands on this, our inaugural issue of the GSE newsletter.  I am happy to fulfill the 
request of our editor, Jeremy Burns, to write a letter from the president of the Graduate 
Students in English, an office I am happy to hold this year.  For this first issue’s edition, 
I thought it would be best for me to say a little something about how the idea for the 
newsletter came about, what we intend to do with it, and perhaps a little about the 
goings on of the GSE as well.  So I’ll just get to it.

It occurred to us after our faculty’s recent addition, Dr. Lisa Hinrichsen, emailed a copy 
of her alma mater’s “Grad Grind” newsletter to former GSE vice president Grant Bain 
that we should have some kind of newsletter for graduate students to spotlight what’s 
happening in our department.  The idea was kicked around by the GSE, and, before 
long, Jeremy volunteered to be the editor, for which we created a GSE officer position.  
We are very excited about the potential of the newsletter, especially in terms of its 
ability to perhaps bring us all together a little more.  We hope to use it to introduce 
incoming TAs and non-TA graduate students, report on student and faculty activity such 
as publications and conference presentations, announce events, and even produce 
faculty profiles so we can get to know our faculty a little better.  We’re also open to 
suggestions, and hope you’ll contribute where you see fit to do so.  So don’t be shy.

As for the GSE, it has been a busier year so far, admittedly, than I thought it would 
be, but, as Dr. Emily Bernhard Jackson might put it, “in a good way.”  First off, the 
yearly dinner at the beginning of the fall semester was a great success, complete 
with a sweet new venue (thanks to everyone who attended--it really was a blast).  
Second, we have revisited our policy on conference funding so that we can apply to 
fund conference registration fees for students who are attending conferences, but not 
presenting.  In other news, Dr. Jolliffe has kept us in the loop about some workshops 
he has been organizing, and we have gladly sponsored these (meaning we provide the 
coffee).  I have also been working very closely with one of our new Ph.D. students, 
Joe Meyer, who has a lot of great ideas for the department.  Working directly with Joe, 
and indirectly with Dr. Hinrichsen, I have included on the proposed budget that we 
submit to the RSO office to get funding allocation from ASG a request for the funding 
of what is being tentatively called GSE’s First Annual Guest Lecturer Colloquium.  The 
colloquium, if funded, will feature Hillyer College’s Melanie Benson, whose forthcoming 
Disturbing Calculations: The Economics of Southern Identity will be part of the 
University of Georgia Press’s New Southern Studies series.  I should also mention that 
Joe is working to begin yet another graduate student organization for the department 
that will work closely with the GSE to promote our department, foster interdisciplinary 
ventures, and even begin an academic journal, among other things.  Joe’s energetic 
contributions to the GSE’s agenda have also contributed to our intention to step up our 
efforts on the second annual GSE-sponsored conference, to be held in March.  Drs. 
Tucker and Booker have agreed to give lectures at the conference, which we will have 
more information about very soon.  We will hold our next meeting soon, and we hope 
you’ll attend.

So that’s about it.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or 
suggestions. 

Hasta la victoria siempre,

Alex Hall
President, GSE
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gSe Spring cOnFerence

This spring, the GSE will be sponsoring a two-day conference, which we’ll be calling The Arkansas Conference for 
Humanities in Literature.  Don’t be fooled by the pragmatic name.  It will be its own brand of exciting. The dates for the 
conference are Friday, March 13th and Saturday, March 14th.  Friday will feature keynote speaker, Dr. Terrence Tucker, and 
conference will round out with an address from Dr. M. Keith Booker.

This weekend will offer a number of opportunities for compelling panel discussions, presentations, and general brouhaha.  
The conference will be followed Saturday evening with a guided tour of Dickson Street.  And best of all, it’s another notch 
on your academic belt, another feather in your thinking cap, another pocket-protector full of pens painted on the side of 
your P-51 Mustang.  Well, you get the picture.  Keep an eye out for a CFP early next spring.

--J. Burns
jjburns@uark.edu

annOuncemenTS

FirST annual gueST lecTure SerieS TO KicKOFF in The Spring

On April 9th, the GSE, along with the English department, will be sponsoring a guest lecturer to come speak at the 
University of Arkansas.  Dr. Melanie Benson, Assistant Professor of English at the University of Hartford, Hillyer College, 
has published in the areas of Southern Literature and Native American Culture, and she currently has a book in advance 
contract with the University of Georgia Press entitled, Disturbing Calculations: The Economics of Southern Identity.  Her 
areas of interest in research include African-American Literature, Feminism, and Postcolonial Literature and theory.  At this 
moment, it is not clear as to what her lecture will focus on; however, in the coming months, we will have more definitive 
details about the scope of the lecture.  These events offer a great opportunity for faculty, graduate and undergraduate 
students, promoting thoughts and challenging perspectives.  We encourage all to come and enjoy the lecture.

--Joe Meyer
jmm010@uark.edu

prOFeSSiOnal DevelOpmenT WOrKShOpS

The next Professional Development Workshop will be held Thursday, 11 December, from 3 to 5 in the afternoon.  
It will focus on surviving an academic job interview.  The session will be built around a series of mock-interviews and a 
follow-up discussion and review.  Professors Joe Candido, Lisa Hinrichsen, and Dorothy Stephens have agreed to pose 
as interviewers.  There will be time in the workshop for four short mock-interviews, so any of you who are interested in 
posing as that humble, yet appropriately confident and blindingly intelligent interviewee that we all know you can be, 
please send a CV and sample application letter to Dr. Jolliffe (djollif@uark.edu) as soon as possible.  Those of us who are 
left in the audience promise not to feel even the slightest hint of schadenfreude at your expense…honest.  

In all seriousness, this workshop looks to be an invaluable resource for those of us on the job market, and in such a 
competitive field as we are in, every advantage counts in spades.  Thanks to the department and faculty for all the hard 
work they are doing (and have done) this semester to give all of us a professional boost.      

graDuaTe STuDenT WOrKing grOupS

We want to take a second to put in a plug for the department’s system of area-based working groups.  These groups 
have been meeting informally since the spring of 2008, and they’re open to any graduate student in the department 
who’s up for some fun.  The basic idea is that these groups are in place to facilitate the exchange of ideas between 
students and faculty who are working in the same areas of scholarship.  Anybody who’s interested should feel free to 
contact the appropriate faculty member who chairs the group you want to join:
 Medieval and Renaissance Studies: Professors Candido, Kahf, Quinn, Stephens
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century British: Professors Bernhard Jackson, Zuroski
Modern American Literature: Professors Booker, Cochran, Collins, Marren, Tucker
Popular Culture and Media Studies: Professors Booker, Tucker
Postcolonial Studies: Professors Booker, Kahf, Zuroski
Literary and Cultural Theory: Professors Booker, Jolliffe, Marren
Rhetoric, Composition, Language, and Literacy: Professors Jolliffe, Slattery



cOnFerence neWS
uTOpia rOunD up 
 
There were lobster rolls a-plenty in Portland, Maine for the 33rd annual meeting of the Society for Utopian Studies this 
last October at the Holiday Inn by the Bay.  One of the greatest things about this conference for me was the presence of 
so many renowned scholars whose work I have read in my studies in the field.  It’s really cool when you attend panels 
chaired by people like Peter Fitting, Phillip Wegner, Ken Roemer, and Naomi Jacobs.  (I found myself at one point having 
a smoke and a beer with Phillip Wegner while hearing about his graduate experience working with Fredric Jameson.)  
Plenary speaker Jason Read, author of The Micro-Politics of Capital: Marx and the Prehistory of the Present, gave a 
talk entitled “Homo Economicus: The Market as Utopia and Anti-Utopia” on Thursday afternoon, which gave way to a 
lively discussion dealing with everything to neoliberalism to Joe the Plumber.  I soon found myself at Sebago Brewing 
Company enjoying the aforementioned lobster rolls with a pint of Lake Trout Stout.  Panels were staged all weekend with 
presentations in all manner of Utopian Studies.  Although there was nothing especially scary about the presentations 
on Halloween, I was somewhat apprehensive about presenting my paper “’A Way of Revealing’: Technology in Post-
Utopian Culture” because I presented alongside distinguished scholar Howard P. Segal, whose Technological Utopianism 
in American Culture I had quoted extensively.  I found, however, that I had nothing to worry about.  A surprising highlight 
for me was a panel on “Geriatopias,” which dealt with so-called utopian retirement communities (although one was 
presented as considerably anti-utopian).  This was especially timely for me because the subject comes up in one of the 
novels I am writing about this semester: Thomas Nevins’s The Age of Conglomerates.  Other highlights included Shelton 
Waldrep’s “In Her Majesty’s Secret Closet: Sexuality in the Bond Franchise,” and Kathi Weeks’s “Bloch, Nietzche, and the 
Temporalities of Hope.”  Next year’s meeting of the SUS is to be held in Wrightsville Beach, NC.  It is a must for those 
interested in Utopian Studies.

--Alex Hall
ach001@uark.edu

american liTerary TranSlaTOrS aSSOciaTiOn 

I recently attended the 31st American Literary Translators Association conference in October. The conference, meeting 
this year in Minneapolis, featured four days of panel discussions, bilingual readings, workshops, and special events for 
translators, authors, and publishers. The U of A English faculty was represented by Geoff Brock, who led part of a panel 
discussion on translating poetic form.  

--Tom Meunier 
tmuenier@uark.edu

SenD The SapienT pig! yOur cOnFerence neWS

attended any conferences lately? Planning on attending any soon? Publishing? Send a brief round up of your conference 
experience or forthcoming publication to the editor at jjburns@uark.edu.  Label your subject as ‘sapient pig,’ and your 
news will be included in the next issue of The Sapient Pig!  in the spring. 

FaculTy prOFileS
Dr. Terrence T. TucKer

What makes the faculty and graduate student relationship such an important one is the free exchange of ideas.  I am 
going to paraphrase something that Dr. Tucker said to me in his office when we started talking about teaching drama.  
Without giving away too much information for his upcoming seminar course on Twentieth Century American Drama and 
Race Relations, he said that the difference between plays and other forms of literature is that plays are directly connected 
to the market.  At first I wasn’t quite sure what he meant, but he clarified his meaning and we continued to speak about 
this idea for roughly ten minutes or so before we moved on to a different subject.  When our meeting was over, I realized 
that I had left with a new perspective for looking at drama.  Dr. Tucker received his Ph.D. from the University of Kentucky, 
and his areas of interest include African-American Literature, Twentieth Century American Literature, American Drama 
and Popular Culture.  He is currently preparing his dissertation on Comic Rage in Late Twentieth Century African-American 
Literature for publication.  I asked him if he had any advice for graduate students to help promote more professional 
growth.  He emphasized the importance of attending conferences, for the sharing of ideas and the fostering of new 
perspectives, and he also believed that graduate students should expand their horizons, exploring a variety of interests 
and trying to get published in these fields.        
--Joe Meyer 



graDuaTe SchOOl DeaDlineS

Master Degree Candidates’ Calendar

3 months before your defense you must:

Submit your Master’s Thesis Committee form (2 copies)1. 

Submit your Master’s Thesis Title form (2 copies)2. 

3 weeks before your defense you must:

Submit a copy of your thesis to each of your committee members1. 

1 week before graduation you must:

Submit two unbound typewritten copies of your thesis in prescribed form1. 

Submit an Intellectual Property Disclosure form (roughly around this time)2. 

By February 20, 2009, you must:

Submit to an application for degree and pay a graduation fee if you are graduating May 20091. 

Doctoral Candidates’ Calendar

One year before your defense you must:

Submit your Doctoral Dissertation Committee form (2 copies)1. 

Submit your Doctoral Dissertation Title form (2 copies)2. 

3 weeks before your defense you must:

Submit your dissertation to each of your committee members1. 

2 weeks before your defense you must:

Tell the graduate school about your upcoming defense—might involve a form1. 

1 week before graduation you must:

Submit 1. two unbound copies of your dissertation, complete with the abstracts and original signatures by the 
committee on the signature sheets

Submit an Intellectual Property Disclosure form (roughly around this time)2. 

By February 20, 2009, you must:

Submit to an application for degree and pay a graduation fee if you are graduating May 20091. 

cOnTribuTOrS

alex hall

cOle huSDOn

Jeremy burnS

JOe meyer

ThOmaS meunier 
The SapienT pig! iS a Service prOviDeD by The graDuaTe STuDenTS OF engliSh.  iT 
iS DeSigneD TO FOSTer The exchange OF iDeaS anD experience by prOmOTing inTerDe-
parTmenTal cOmmunicaTiOn.  SenD yOur neWS, cOmmenTS Or queSTiOnS TO The eDiTOr: 
JJburnS@uarK.eDu
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