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The spring semester has officially begun!  Here’s to hoping 
you’re off to a great start and are finally getting the groove 
of things - or getting back into them, if you’ve been here for 
(what seems like) forever. Spring semester is a time of uncer-
tainty: is it going to snow and close the University, or just be 
cold enough that your trek to class is unbearable and your 
entrance into the heated building feels like you’re entering 
the gates of hell? Only time will tell - but make sure to stock 
up with a good (light) read & plenty of hot tea just in case.

Although many of you may have made New Year’s 
Resolutions to avoid social media, try to tune in to our GSE 
pages on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. You don’t 
want to miss out on the department news, local readings, 
or just semester updates we’re sharing!

And as always, if you have any questions, please reach out. 
We are always available to give life advice, course 
suggestions, or teaching tips should you need them. 
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Upcoming Events
Author ity:
Questioning Power Structures within the Humanities & Beyond

An Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Student Conference

Saturday, March 3
8:30 - 5:30 in Old Main

Featuring:

Keynote speaker Dr. Lisa Corrigan

Professionalization: “MLA Career 
Development Bootcamp”

Welcoming proposals for individual 
papers or for panels on the following 
aspects of authority:

• The craft of writing fiction/poetry
• Writing history
• Theorizing power
• Embodiment and the State
• Dystopian authorities
• Hegemony and subordination
• Segregating power
• Protecting human rights
• Unauthorized immigration

  Now accepting rolling submissions at gsearkansas@gmail.com
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Comparative Literature/Cultural Studies (CLCS) Event:

If you are a student in the Comparative Literature or Cultural Studies 
program, you may be wondering - or rather, others may seem to be doing 
all of that worrying and wondering for you - what to do after graduating 
with your degree. Never fear! The GSE will be hosting a panel on how to 
market a CLCS degree in the job market, giving students an idea of the 
types of jobs a CLCS degree could be good for and tips on how to spin 
having a degree for different job applications. Exact time and date are TBA 
at this moment - but check our social media for the updated details in the 
coming days!

What: panel discussing CLCS postgrad options
Who: Profs. Restrepo, Kahf, and Jolliffe will preside
When: TBA - early February!
Where: TBA 

Stay tuned!

Upcoming Events

Did You Know?
Are you a trivia fan?
If so, check out all these local places that have trivia nights and see what 
you’re in the mood to sample while you put your knowledge to the test.

Puritan Coffee & Beer: Wed. @ 7:00
Smoke & Barrel: every other Wed. @ 8:00
Fossil Cove - Bingo, Thurs. 2/1 @ 7:00

Smitty’s Garage: Wed. @ 8:00
Damgooe Pies: Mon. @ 7:00
Gusano’s Pizzeria: Wed. @ 7:00
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Undergrad: Douglass College, which started off as the New Jer-
sey College for Women in 1918. Yay, historically women’s colleges! 
(Sadly, Douglass dissolved itself a few years back and is now just an 
administrative unit within Rutgers the State University of New Jersey).
Hobbies: I started stamp collecting when I was ten years old and 
now have about ten albums. I once asked a Turkish housemate, 
“Want to see my stamp collection?” and she told me that this is 
known as a pick-up line among Turkish youths, code for, “Want to 

come up to my room and make out with me?”
Worst Haircut: I did have a very unfortunate mullet in the late eighties, long past when 
there was any excuse for one. Think Pat Benatar mullet, but length grown out to shoulders. 
In my defense, I had just had a baby on a grad student income. Photographic evidence will 
not be shared.
Children: One during second year of grad school. One came out with my dissertation, 
and the committee kindly arranged a comfortable couch for me to sit on for the defense. 
One post-tenure. All three were cleverly timed to arrive at the end of the academic year. 
Except that last one arrived early by emergency C-section, and I had to phone in the final 
grades from the hospital bed--it was before we had online grade submission, which was not 
that long ago, believe it or not. I was grateful that the office staff worked with me on that.
Advice: Stay grounded by maintaining friendships that have nothing to do with the world of 
academe and by doing some work meaningful to you that makes life on our planet better 
for a future generation who will look back to you and say, “Those were the ancestors. They 
began this, or they held on and helped it to endure, so we have it now.”

Meet Dr. Mohja Kahf

Meet Dr. Adam Pope
Undergrad: Freed-Hardeman University
Hobbies: Running, baking, video game design, guitar
Worst haircut: I once had my hair at shoulder length in 
high school. Pictures, thankfully, do not exist.
Perfect sandwich: Salami, ham, pepperoni, pastrami, 
lettuce, pickle, jalapeno, red wine vinegar, spicy mustard, 
on rye

Karaoke song: “When You Dream,” by the Barenaked Ladies
Children: My son Miles is 6 and in 1st grade and my daughter Amelia is 3. A third, 
Noah, is on the way and due in April.


