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We’ve spent the month of February gearing up for our 
annual GSE Interdisciplinary Conference. This year’s theme 
is “Authority” and we accepted proposals on authority 
across the disciplines: from medieval studies, gender, 
homeschooling, and pop culture, we are excited to hear 
what you’re working on!

Although the conference has kept us busy, we know you’re 
busy as well. To make it through these next few weeks, treat 
yourself and try out a new coffee place - maybe Bolder 
Coffee (pictured above). If you’re looking to try out a new 
brew, they have Colombian, Mexican, and Yirgacheffe 
blends. If you’re looking for a sweet treat, they also have 
espresso whipped cream. Find a good work place and 
power through these next few weeks!

We hope to see you Saturday, March 3 at the GSE 
Conference in Old Main. See page 2 for more details. 
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, March 3 in Old Main

We are so looking forward to our upcoming Graduate Student Conference next 
Saturday, March 3! There are lots of interesting panels on adaptation, gender, 
medieval lit, and more. If you’re participating, don’t forget registration is from 
8:30 -9:30 and the conference will go until 5:00 (lunch and coffee/tea provided!). 
Feel free to come and go as you please. 

Schedule at a Glance

9:30-11:00AM - Session 1
 Speculating on Feminist Language and Nature’s Intelligence
 Adaptation, Appropriation, and Collaboration

11:00AM-12:00PM - Keynote Speaker
 Dr. Lisa Corrigan

12:00-1:00PM - Lunch

1:00-2:30PM - Session 2
	 Influence	of	Authority	in	Canonical	British	Literature:	A	Panel	in	Flash	Papers
 Medieval Co-opting: Inheriting Jerusalem and Borrowing English
 Poetry Reading

2:30-4:00PM - Session 3
	 Defining	Power:	Decolonization,	Biomythography,	and	Travel	Writing
 Subverting History and Gender Through Literature
 Re-writing History, Power, and Knowledge

4:00-5:30PM - Session 4
 The (Non)Authoritative Approach: Expert’s Paradox and Homeschooling
 Crossings: Gender, Social, and Literary Boundaries

 Authority: Writers, Artists, and Theorists
An Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference
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Looking Back
Comparative Literature/
Cultural Studies Panel:

Thank you to all of you who attend 
the CLCS Panel on Tuesday, 
February 20! There was a great 
turnout and thanks to our esteemed 
panel, there was some great 
discussion about our CLCS degrees. 

CLCS can be especially relevant 
now that national boundaries mean 
less than they used to, likely due to 
globalization,	refugees	and	other	
migrant populations. CLCS allows 
us to study literature not included in 

the whole British/American by period lit framework of typical English Depts. A 
CLCS degree can allow you to meet the job requirements for an English job, 
a French lit job, etc, but you also bring other stuff too. Dr. Jolliffe spoke about 
doing community-based learning projects, connecting academia with 
non-academics, making our work relevant, getting different perspectives. 
Dr.	Restrepo	mentioned	the	importance	of	being	a	citizen	of	your	institution,	
getting involved with committees, etc, not just doing your teaching and 
research and being done. 

If you’re interested in looking at jobs, look at MLA job lists or at higheredjobs.
com! August-November is the main timeframe for applying for jobs for the 
next year, though sometimes there will be jobs available in March.

If you missed the panel, don’t worry! Feel free to reach out to our CLCS 
Liaison, Ellen Eubanks at eeubanks@uark.edu - OR attend one of the CLCS 
“Lunch and Learn” sessions. The CLCS students are meeting 2/27 and 2/28; 
see our Facebook page for more details.
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Introducing the Department

Undergrad: Oregon State University
Hobbies:	(Fly)	fishing	and	boxing
Worst Haircut: A good friend would often cut my hair 
in grad school. Once, when she was on her way over to my 
apartment on just such an occasion, I tried to give myself 
the	worst	haircut	possible,	knowing	she	could	fix	it	later.	
The look on her face—and the post-shock laughter—after I 
opened my door said that I’d succeeded in that goal. (I’m 
very grateful that, so far, she’s kept her promise to never 
share any of the pictures she took that day.)

Meet Geffrey Davis

FAV. COURSE: An Honors Colloquium called Reel Narratives: Angling in Literature 
and Culture—in addition to thoroughly enjoying the quality and content of 
discussions throughout the semester, with the aid of a teaching grant from the U of A, 
I	was	able	to	take	that	group	of	students	on	a	guided	fishing	trip	to	Arkansas’	famed	
White River.
CHILDREN: Yes,Carlos; he’s 6 years old and in the 1st grade—he’s pretty social, so 
you may have seen him at some of our departmental events.
FAV. PLACE YOU’VE LIVED: I loved living where I did my graduate work: State 
College, Pennsylvania. In addition to that being where I met my partner, Dr. Lissette 
Lopez	Szwydky-Davis,	and	where	our	son	was	born,	there’s	also	an	abundance	of	
running	water	in	the	surrounding	area.	Because	I	could	(and	often	did)	rationalize	
using any freed up hour or two to explore some nearby Class A trout stream, it was 
pretty rare for me to go longer than a week without wetting a line. Arkansas has 
more than grown on me, with its world-record brown trout in the White, but 
sometimes I really miss the ease and constancy of that access.

Do you have a professor that you think would be a great 
feature in our newsletter? Submit suggestions to us via 
Facebook or email at gsearkansas@gmail.com


